3. StructursG. Sketch: Phonology 

The systematic phonemes of Mursl are as follows (next page): 

The interdental or post-dentaJL e_ is in alternation with s_ in 
the speech of some individuals, though some more-or-less consistently 
use one or the other, 
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The glottal stop occ\irs sporadically initially, intervocalically, 
or finally, e.g. ?vene . "mother*s brother"; a ?ort, "what is it?" hiri 
wa keirra? , "I have seen the man". Its phonemic status is doubtful* 
7r/ is a tap intervocaliccLlly, but a trill initially, preconsonantally, 
and finally, e.g. [dori] "house", but [rr^unan] "tvo", [trrto] "drinki" 
(pl.)» [warr] "Omo River". 

The voiced fricative allophones [p, 5, ¥, z] of /B, 9, g, s/ 
respectively occur mainly intervocalically but etlso elsewhere. At 
least X tends to soften to w or disappear, e.g. 9u¥0 « 9uwo - 9uo, 
"people". One also hears 5uo or zuo. 

Some consonants ejce occasionally geminated, e.g. lussi - lusi , 
"boy" and sizzi « sizi . "three." The geminates seem to have no 
phonemic status. 

Vowels 



II] [u] 
le] te] lo] 



As in many Ethiopian languages, there seems to be a basic five-vowel 
system with lax allophones (as shown above in parentheses). The dis- 
tribution of these allophones needs to be studied. Vowel-length does 
not appear to be phonemic, but is correlated with tone, stress, and loss 
of following consonant. 

At our present state of knowledge, Mursi is analyzed as having 
four tones: high ', mid (unmarked), low *, and falling *, though it 
is doubtful that all of these are phonemic. In the text to follow, 
tone marks are sometimes added in cases where they have been transcribed 
from tape or otherwise known. 
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